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Learning Philosophy

 The environment is very important in any classroom. A well prepared and planned environment is a teacher in itself. In the classroom we will use the 10 learning centers which include dramatic play, science, math/manipulative, reading, writing, sensory, music, blocks, group area and outside. Low shelves are used to create separate spaces and allow the children to be able to take and put back items independently. The areas are labeled as well as the environment is established as a print-rich environment where labeling allows exposure to the written language.


The materials in the environment are rotated three times a year, so the children can get exposed to other types of concepts and materials to explore. Also, a new prop box will be introduced into dramatic play monthly and will be added to the traditional housekeeping. The art area will have many recycled materials for the children to work with and create projects out of them. Free art is encouraged and materials are available at the children’s level as to not hinder their creativity.
The style of the environment will use influences from three different theories. The Reggio approach is used for adapting the idea of having large class projects and then displaying them by taking photos and displaying what the children learned and how they accomplished it. Also, as Maria Montessori once said, “the children are now acting as if I did not exist.” Children will learn self discovery processes as well as daily routines that will grow with them as they grow. Also parts of the traditional preschool method will be adapted. These theories also foster the idea of including multiple age groups together in a class. This allows peers to become teachers and children learn from helping one another. The role of the child is very important in the classroom. After all that is why we are there, because of the child. In our classrooms there will be a good combination of teacher directed learning and child initiated learning. A good combination allows for all types of different learning styles to be met and for each child to choose their activities and it is our job as early childhood educators to provide the environment, a variety of activities, teaching tools, and experience to foster each child’s growth, creativity and independent discoveries. 

Bright Futures Early Learning Center’s curriculum is three fold. The curriculum includes many concepts as well as focusing on independent growth such as: learning how to get dressed, picking up after yourself, sharing, playing cooperatively with others, setting the table, washing a baby, brushing your teeth,  expressing themselves, and sharing their needs and desires. We also want to enrich the child academically and prepare them for their adventures into grade school. Children will learn concepts such as colors, shapes, letters (both sound and letter name), numbers, prewriting concepts, and early reading concepts. In addition to academics and social concepts, we want to enhance children’s interests and creativity. We do this by building off of the child’s interests. For example, if their interested bugs we will explore bugs and build upon that. We also use music, books and early theatre concepts to teach creativity not only with a paintbrush but with movement, music and acting. The children of Bright Futures will receive a well rounded education that they will take with them as they grow throughout the years. 
